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Amendme nt* to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 

Listing of Claims; 

1. (Currently Amended) A bumper beam, comprising: 

a first portion comprising a first material having a first end and a second end ; 

and 

a second portion comprising a second material having a first end abutting said 
fiT ct ^ nf^id rW portion and * ^nnd end abutting said second end of said first portion , 
wherein said first material has different material properties than said second material. 

2. (Original) A bumper beam according to Claim 1, wherein said first material has a 
generally higher strength than said second material- 

3. (Original) A bumper beam according to Claim 1, wherein said first material has a 
different thickness than said second material. 

4. (Original) A bumper beam according to Claim 1, wherein said first material 
comprises martensitic steel. 

5. (Original) A bumper beam according to Claim 1 , wherein said second material 
comprises dual-phase, multiphase, complex-phase or transformation induced plasticity steel. 

6 (Currently Amended) A bumper beam according to Claim I, wherein said first 
■ ^^^ of said fi rst portion and said g sgt n pd s^ond ends of said , second portion are 
fixedly attached to each other. 

7 (Original) A bumper beam according to Claim 1, wherein said first portion has a 
generally C-shaped cross-section having a back and two legs extending orthogonally 
therefrom- 

8 (Currently Amended) A bumper beam according to Claim 7, wherein said second 
^ ..^^^^m two generally C-shaped sections, each C, 
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Shaded section having a^*^ two legs^daba ^ . a id Look being p ositioned between 
said two l egs. 

9. (Cuiremly Amended) A bumper beam according to claim 8,-^bwcin oaid G- 
Jju pu d . o otion r nrr j ni nod together by wherein said second p o rtion further include 
connecting segment positioned between said two generally C -shapcd sections. 

10. (Currently Amended) A bumper beam according to Claim 8, wherein at least 
one of said twojegs [[is]] ofone sfeM two general C-shaped actions extends generally 
onh"g"P al wj ihrespect t o said back. 

Claims 11-14 (Canceled) 

1 5. (Original) A bumper beam according to Claim 9, wherein said connecting 
segment is fixedly anached to said back of said first portion. 

16. (Currently Amended) A bumper beam* comprising". 

a first portion fi xedly on n olmd to a sooond p ortion? 

said first portion having a generally C-shaped cross-section and comprising a 
fi , t material said filgt jottion Ending a hark and two legs ex tendin g orthogonally 

therefrom ; and , 
[[said]] a second portion having a crocs potion with tw o geaegaHy C r hnp nrt 

^uuu-miLLTally jni 1 i L ******* comprising a second material, said second 

pnrTir „ j^^iudes two gSEgrally C^ped se ctions each C-shaped section havinf two legs 
m . back nosmojied Herwe en said two leg s, wherein jjid second portion further includes a 
COJfflg£S ing se gment positi oned between said two genera^ P-shaped sections, 

wherein fest portion is ^rhed to said second portion, and 
wherein said first material of said first portion has a different material property than 
said second material of said second portion. 

Claims 17-20 (Canceled) 

Please add Claims 21-23 as follows: 
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21 (New) A bumper beam according to Claim 16, wherein one leg of said first 
portion includes a first end and the other leg of said first portion includes a second end, and 
wherein said one of said legs of said second portion includes a first end abutting said first 
end of said first portion, and wherein another one of said legs of said second portion includes 
a second end abutting said second end of said first portion. 

22. (New) A bumper beam, comprising: 

a first portion having a generally C-shaped cross-section and comprising a 
first material, said first portion including a back and two legs extending orthogonally 
therefrom; and 

a second portion comprising a second material, said second portion includes 
two generally C-shaped sections integrally joined to each other, each C-shaped section 
having two legs and a back positioned between said two legs, wherein one of said two legs 
of one of Hie two generally C-shaped sections is integral with one of said two legs of the 
other one of the two generally C-shaped sections to form one extended segment between 
each C-shaped section, 

wherein said first portion is attached to said second portion, and 
wherein said first material of said first portion has a different material property than 
said second material of said second portion. 

23. (New) A bumper beam according to Claim 22, wherein one leg of said first 
portion includes a first end and the other leg of said first portion includes a second end, and 
wherein said one of said legs of said second portion includes a first end abuning said first 
end of said first portion, and wherein another one of said legs of said second portion includes 
a second end abutting said second end of said first portion. 
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